
THE S-RI NOW STANDS AS A PERMANTENT REMINDER OF THAT FIERCE, HIS-
TORIC BATTLE; UNPARALLED IN MODERN MILITARY HISTORY.           

WHAT’S  

HAPPENING 
---------------------- 

COMING EVENTS 
Next meeting 

August 23 
------------------------ 

All meetings are held   
(Usually the 4th Friday of the month) 

General membership 

social meetings 
---------------------- 

 

Meeting Schedule for 

2013 
 

August 23 

September 13*** 

October 25 

November 22 
** November event is the an-

nual membership meeting and 

election of directors 

 
Board of Directors meets at 

noon on 1
st
 Thursday of every 

month at the  

Elks Club in Vista 

Members are invited to attend 
 

COMING EVENTS 

*** Sept 13 – Chosin Few 

Memorial Service 

@ South Mesa site & 

 joint meeting with  

Colonel William E. Barber 

Chapter 

 

The VA is looking for a few good 
men (and women, too).  In order to 
provide good service to veterans at 
the medical center in La Jolla, the 
VA San Diego Healthcare System 
uses many volunteers who share 
their time, talents, and energy in 
assisting the VA staff in providing 
high quality of care to those who 
have served their country.  The 
VAVS (VA Volunteer Service) is a 
nationwide group of both vets and 
non-vets who serve in an unpaid 
capacity at VA facilities.  In the San 
Diego region, they are looking for 
many skills including office assis-
tance, drivers for vans, buses and 
trams, patient escorts, help in the 
pharmacy, radiology, recreation 
therapy, grounds maintenance, 
clothing room, laundry, outpatient 
clinics (Oceanside, Escondido, 
Chula Vista, Mission Valley), Wel-
come Center, Canteen (PX) ser-
vice, Urgent Care Center, Re-

search Service and Child Care plus 
others. 
Why don’t you think about donating 
a bit of your time to help others who 
need it.  It is a very rewarding situa-
tion for those who serve.  All it re-
quires is a tuberculosis screening 
test, attendance at a volunteer ori-
entation session, and acceptance in 
one of the services.  For more de-
tails, call (858) 552-8585, ext. 3267.  
If you serve you will be glad you 
have done it. 
 

AUGUST MEETING 

Our August meeting, as usual will 
be held on the 4th Friday of the 
month, August 23.  Don’t be con-
fused by August having 5 Fridays.  
We generally meet on the last Fri-
day of the month only because 
most months have only 4 Fridays, 
so in only special months or special 
occasions will that change. 

HELP    WANTED 

 

NNNEEEWWWSSS   OOOFFF   TTTHHHEEE   FFFEEEWWW   
NNEEWWSSLLEETTTTEERR  OOFF  

TTHHEE  MMAAJJOORR  GGEENNEERRAALL  RRAAYYMMOONNDD  LL..  MMUURRRRAAYY  CCHHAAPPTTEERR    

TTTHHHEEE   CCCHHHOOOSSSIIINNN   FFFEEEWWW   
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We few, we Chosin Few, we eternal band of brothers 

TTHHIISS  NNEEWWSSLLEETTTTEERR  IISS  PPUUBBLLIISSHHEEDD  MMOONNTTHHLLYY  AASS  AA  SSEERRVVIICCEE  TTOO    
TTHHOOSSEE  WWHHOO  SSHHAARREEDD  TTHHEE  HHAARRDDSSHHIIPPSS  AANNDD  PPEERRIILLSS  OOFF  WWAARR  IINN  

TTHHAATT  FFAARR  AAWWAAYY  PPLLAACCEE  CCAALLLLEEDD  TTHHEE  FFRROOZZEENN  CCHHOOSSIINN  

HELP 
Your editor has been publishing this newsletter for 21 years and the time has taken its 
toll.  Sometimes it becomes difficult to find articles of interest to all of you.  Fortunately 
several of you have made contributions frequently that helps me put this publication to-
gether.  But I can use more help from all of you.  If you have something interesting from 
300 to 800 words, please send it in and I will try to publish it and give you the credit for 
your entry.   Send it by mail to the chapter mail address on the envelope or by e-mail to 

Chosin-Few.I-3-7@USA.net .  Photos of chapter members or events are welcome, too. 
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ALL THE NEWS THAT’S FIT TO PRINT, AND MAYBE SOME THAT ISN’T 

10 YEARS AGO MAJOR GENERAL RAYMOND L. 
MURRAY CHAPTER, CHOSIN FEW 
Chartered November 23, 1991 as the 
North San Diego County Chapter, a 
non-profit veterans military associa-
tion recognized by the international 
association of the CHOSIN FEW to 
perpetuate the spirit and comrade-
ship of those individuals who fought 
in the battle of the Chosin Reservoir 
in North Korea during November and 
December of 1950. The official name 
of the Chapter was changed to the 
Major General Raymond L. Murray 
Chapter as of July 1, 2005. Member-
ship is open to all who are members 
of the international association who 
wish to affiliate themselves with this 
local chapter in North San Diego 
County. Residency in North San Die-
go County is not required.  
 

Currently annual dues are $10, pro-
rated quarterly. (Jan-Mar $10, Apr-
Jun $7.50, Jul-Sep $5, Oct-Nov $2.50)  
 

NEWS OF THE FEW is a publication of the 
Major General Raymond L. Murray Chapter of 
the Chosin Few. Its purpose is to inform mem-
bers of news of general interest, activities of         
members, meetings, reunions, and special 
events in which members are involved. Any 
opinion expressed herein is strictly the Editor’s 
and does not reflect official policy of the chap-
ter unless specifically stated. 

Chapter Officers 
President:         Chuck Sharp, H/3/5 
Vice President: Bob Kremer, H&S Co, 7thMar 
Secretary:         Al Schutz, I/3/1 
Treasurer:        Jean White, I/3/7 
Directors:       Doug Mitchell, Co. G, 31

st
 Inf, 

USA           Bob Whited, AT Co, 5
th
 Mar 

           Maynard Wolfe, RRP, 1
st
 SigBn 

Honorary 
Directors:        Bob Aikins 

                         Vic Freudenberger 
                         Frank Scialdone 

           Chuck Sharp* 
             Bob Shaffer   
                         Jean White* 
            Bob Whited*  
* Indicates currently serving in an elected position 

Editor:          Jean White 
                      Ph. (760) 727-7796 
    Major General Raymond L. Murray Chapter, 
     The Chosin Few 
      P.O. Box 5271 
     Oceanside, CA 92052-5271 
 

   e-mail – Chosin-Few.I-3-7@USA.net 

 
 

When you head for the back 
gate of Camp Pendleton, as 
you make the turn to the left 
while on North River Road, on 
your right you will see a small 
memorial area next to the in-
tersection of College Blvd. 
Many of you have no idea of 
what it is there for.  But to 
those of us of the Chosin Few, 
it is a place of honor which we 
all need to remember.  There is 
a tall flagpole with a large 
American flag flying 24 hours a 
day.  That pole is there be-
cause the Murray Bridge is 
nearby. The bridge was named 
for the road originally called 
Murray Road. Initially, there 
was only a large stone marker 
which a large plaque in place 
honoring Major General Ray-
mond L. Murray USMC, ret., 
now deceased.  General Mur-
ray was a hero at Chosin, 
commanding the 5th Marines in 
the fight out of the north as a Lt 
Colonel in a full Colonel’s billet.   
 
But this plaque was set there in 
2003 and 2 years later the 
Flagpole placed there to honor 
General Murray for something 
else important to Marines.  
Originally, no bridge existed, 
and in 1961, he commanded 
the Pendleton base.  When the 
winter rains came, the crossing 
of the San Luis Rey River was 
often impassable and Marines 
had a long way to go to come 
aboard the base. It was due to 
his urging that the Oceanside 
City Council agreed to build a 
bridge to replace the “Arizona 
crossing”, a surface level road 

which was flooded out by the 
heavy rains, so that Marines 
stationed on the base could get 
to duty without a long round- 
about way. The community of 
Oceanside had honored him 
on January 30, 2003 by nam-
ing the bridge the "Murray 
Bridge", and an illuminated 
flagpole at the same location 
was installed January 31, 2005 
in memory of their hero. 
 
General Murray had been the 
hero of the book and movie by 
Leon Uris called “Battle Cry” 
supposedly fiction but the true 
story of “Highpockets”, hero of 
the book who commanded a 
battalion on Saipan at the rank 
of Major.   
 
He was a great member of our 
chapter and we truly miss him, 
great gentleman, leader, and 
friend.  He died on Veterans 
Day, 2004.   
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ALL THE REST OF THE NEWS 

Call the treasurer to make reservations by noon on Wednesday, Aug 21  

Lunch is $14.00 per person tax and tip included 

YYYooouuu   cccaaannn   pppaaayyy   aaattt   ttthhheee   dddoooooorrr   bbbuuuttt   yyyooouuu   nnneeeeeeddd   tttooo   mmmaaakkkeee   rrreeessseeerrrvvvaaatttiiiooonnnsss...   

MENU:Choice of :  

Fettucci Primavera 

Cobb Salad 

Roast Beef sandwich w/cheddar cheese 

Turkey sandwich w/Jack cheese 

Corned Beef sandwich w/Swiss cheese 

Tuna Salad sandwich 
All sandwiches will include side dish 

Phone your reservations to Jean White @760-727-7796 

or e-mail to: Chosin-Few.I-3-7@USA.net  
Pay at the door with cash or by check payable able to the 

Chosin Few.  

Make the Treasurer’s job easier 

Please have exact change or check  

The next general membership meeting of  
the MajGen Raymond L. Murray Chapter Of the Chosin Few will be lunch at 

The Jolly Roger Restaurant at Oceanside Harbor, Saturday, August 23 
Happy hour at 1730, chow down at 1830 

 

 
COMING IN  SEPTEMBER 

Many of you old timers of the chapter remember 
the joint picnics we used to hold on the beach at 
Camp Pendleton with our Chosin Few buddies 
from north of here.  When we got together with 
them, we always as a super time and great cama-
raderie.  But time marches on and we aren’t in a 
picnic mode any longer.  
Well, when our Board of Directors met recently, 
we decided that we could use a change of pace 
from our regular meetings so, coming in Septem-
ber, we will have a joint social meeting with the 
members of the Colonel William E. Barber Chap-
ter (AKA Orange County bunch). 
In conjunction with the meeting, there will be a 
memorial service at the Chosin Few monument, 
adjacent to the Pacific Views Event Center (for-
merly known as the South Mesa Staff NCO Club), 
close to the main gate of the base.  We will com-
memorate the Inchon Landing, which many of us 
participated in before going to North Korea. It will 
take the place of our regular meeting previously 
scheduled later in the month and will give us an 
opportunity to see old buddies again for a few 
hours. The commemorative service will be at 
1000 on September 13.  Following that we will ad-
journ to the dining area in the club for a social 
gathering with our friends. Lunch will $16.00 and 
the bar will be available for a cool one or 2.   
A large important part of the legacy of Chosin is 
that we brought out almost 100,000 North Korean 

refugees.  One of our guests will be a Korean lady 
who came out with us on an LST from Hamhung.   
 
Uniform for the event will be our usual Chosin 
Few uniform, blue jacket with miniature medals 
(or large is you don’t have the small ones) or rib-
bons, if you have neither size medals, and CF 
head gear.  
 
Lunch for this event requires reservations and 
advance pay for the meal.  I will be collecting at 
the August meeting or you can mail your 
checks to me not later than 1 September.  The 
chapter address is on page 2 of the news.   
If you can attend either portion of the event but 
not the other we welcome you anyhow.  No 
charge for the memorial service, just for lunch.  
We want to you to join us no matter which way. 
Just let us know so we can properly plan!   

 



GET STONED 

                    A GREEN WAR !!! 

 

 

           

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

From Readers Digest- Military Humor 
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     Notes 

The next convening of the Few 

will be Friday, August 23 at 

1100, at the Jolly Roger Res-

taurant at Oceanside Harbor.  

 

There is plenty of parking and 

ground level access to the fa-

cility.  Come and have a great 

time. 

 This should shut everybody up: 

Energy efficient, environmentally safe 

ballistic missiles!! 

There is a huge rock near a gravel pit on Hwy.25  
in rural Iowa.  For generations, kids have painted 
slogans, names, and obscenities on this rock, 
changing its character many times.  The Freedom 
Rock is a large (approx. 60+ ton) boulder located 
in rural Iowa that is repainted every year with a 
different Thank You for our nations Veterans to 
honor their service to our country.  The artist, Ray 
"Bubba" Sorensen II, was inspired by the movie 
Saving Private Ryan, as well as, wanting to give 
Veterans a unique recognition on Memorial Day. 
 
He started in 1999 with raising of the flag on Iwo 
Jima and every year since then has repainted an-
other patriotic design.  The pictures here are from 
2003-2004 

 The first time he painted it, he was a 19 year old 
Iowa State University student who had seen the 
rock many times before he decided to make it a 
regular event.   Sorensen paints The Freedom 
Rock on his own with the tremendous support of 
family and friends.  Sorensen is not commis-
sioned to paint the rock but is able to do so each 
year with the generous help of donations.   
 
Only 1 time in all the years he has been painting 
has his work been defaced.  His 60th anniversary 
tribute to Pearl Harbor veterans which he painted 
in 2001 was vandalized a few weeks after it was 
completed, but the perpetrator got punched in the 
face by a Vietnam War veteran and Sorenson’s 
work has remained undisturbed since. 

 

 


